
"To effectively promote the safety, health, and well-being of our residents" 
 

 
 
 
TO:  Honorable County Commissioners 
  Scott Arneson, County Administrator 
 
FROM:  Jess L. Greenwood, Public Works Director 
 
RE:  18 August 2026 County Board Meeting – CONSENT AGENDA 

Hauler Agreement with Lightning Disposal, Inc. 
 

Date:  12 August 2026 
 
Summary 
It is requested that the County Board approve the attached hauler agreement with Lightning Disposal, 
Inc – Rosemount, MN. 
 
Attachments 
Waste Delivery Agreement 
 
Background 
The Minnesota Legislature, in 2014, passed legislation that would allow the Bench Street Landfill to enter 
the State’s Closed Landfill Program provided three conditions be met: 

• Goodhue County would continue to meet applicable State recycling goals; and 
• No additional waste be disposed of in the Bench Street Landfill after December 31, 2018; and 
• Mixed Municipal Solid Waste (MMSW) generated within Goodhue County be delivered to and 

processed at a resource recovery facility within the County for a minimum of 20 years. 
 
The Bench Street Landfill stopped accepting waste in 2018 and closure activities were completed in 2022. 
 
The Goodhue County Solid Waste Designation Ordinance requires all commercial and residential 
MMSW generated within the County to be delivered to the City of Red Wing’s Waste Campus as they 
operate an integrated solid waste processing system.  This facility serves as the designated MMSW 
processing facility for Goodhue County.  Designation of MMSW is the product of agreements held 
between the State of Minnesota, Goodhue County, and the City of Red Wing.  Minnesota Statutes 
Chapter 115A establishes a hierarchy for waste management that prioritizes reduction, reuse, recycling, 
and resource recovery prior to land disposal whenever possible. 
 
The agreement further supports the delivery of supplemental MMSW generated from outside of 
Goodhue County to the Red Wing Resource Recovery Facility (RWRRF).  Metropolitan landfills may 
deliver MMSW to resource recovery facilities, such as the RWRRF, through the Metropolitan Landfill 
Consent Decree and associated Schedule of Compliance when resource recovery facilities anticipate 
capacity for additional processing volumes.   The City of Red Wing has identified capacity in their 
operation to accommodate additional MMSW tonnage. 
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Lightning Disposal, Inc – Rosemount, MN is one of the metropolitan waste haulers capable of supplying 
the additional MMSW tonnage that Red Wing can process.  Entering a long-term agreement for the 
delivery of MMSW maximizes the efficiency and effectiveness of the RWRRF’s infrastructure and 
equipment when there is available capacity.  Red Wing’s permitted processing capacity will not be 
increased by this agreement, rather it ensures availability of MMSW as capacity allows. 
 
Red Wing presently has a non-contracted disposal rate of $138 per ton of MMSW delivered.  The 
Goodhue County Solid Waste Designation Ordinance allows a $10 per ton reduction for contracted 
waste haulers, incentivizing a long-term commitment to deliver MMSW to the RWRRF.  This price 
reduction also includes receiving waste from metropolitan haulers through the Metropolitan Landfill 
Consent Decree. 
 
The agreements initial term is for five-years and automatically renews for up to three additional five-
year terms unless terminated in accordance with Section 11 of the agreement. 
 
Alternatives 
 Approve the attached hauler agreement with Lightning Disposal, Inc – Rosemount, MN. 
 Do not approve the attached hauler agreement and direct staff on next steps. 

 
Recommendations 
 It is the recommendation of staff that the County Board approve the attached hauler agreement with 

Lightning Disposal, Inc – Rosemount, MN. 
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