
 
 

 

 
 
 

To Effectively Promote the Safety, Health, and Well-Being of our Residents 

Megan Smith, Land Use Management Director 
Building – Environmental Health – Zoning Departments 

509 West 5th Street, Red Wing, MN  55066 
651-385-3104 

To:  Goodhue County Board of Commissioners  
From:  Megan Smith, Land Use Management Director  
Mtg Date: County Board Meeting of December 16, 2025   
Re:  Goodhue County Building Code Contracts for 2026 
 
Agenda Item Summary: 
Authorize the annual contracts for building services with seven cities within Goodhue 
County.   
 
Attachments: 

1. Contract with the City of Bellechester 
2. Contract with the City of Cannon Falls 
3. Contract with the City of Dennison 
4. Contract with the City of Goodhue 
5. Contract with the City of Kenyon  
6. Contract with the City of Nerstrand 
7. Contract with the City of Wanamingo  

 
Staff Review: 
On an annual basis, County Staff and the Cities of Bellechester, Cannon Falls, Dennison, 
Goodhue, Kenyon, Nerstrand, and Wanamingo enter into building services contracts.  
These contracts enable these cities to receive building services from County Staff. Services 
are specifically for administration of the State Building Code, and include building permit 
plan review, building inspections, and overall permit and building code administration.  The 
contracts do not include zoning administration, and each city does their own zoning 
reviews.   
 
Goodhue County has adopted the State Building Code, which means that all rural 
properties located in any of the County’s 21 townships must also follow the Building Code, 
just as the Cities do.  Four Cities within the County do not contract with the County, 
including: Zumbrota, Lake City, Pine Island, and Red Wing.  They either have their own in-
house building staff, or contract with a private company for the services.   
 
The County’s fee schedule is used to determine permit and plan review fees, and the fees 
are uniform across all the Townships in the County, and the City’s that have contracts with 
the County.  This enables transparency and fairness in regard to permit costs for the 
citizens of the County and means that a $100,000 residential project in any township or city 
contracted with the County is going to be the same cost.     
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