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To:  County Board 
From: Land Use Management  
Meeting Date: January 2, 2024 
Report date: December 27, 2023 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: Consider Goodhue County Ordinance Updates  
Proposed amendments to Article 32 (Floodplain District) to add Repetitive Loss language.  
 
Attachments: 
Proposed Amendments 
December 18, 2023, Planning Commission Draft Meeting Minutes 
Goodhue County Zoning Ordinance 
 
Summary: 
Goodhue County Zoning is responsible for enforcing the FEMA Floodplain Ordinance as part of the 
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). These rules are found in Article 32 of the County Zoning 
Ordinance. This responsibility includes working with property owners who suffer property losses due 
to flooding. FEMA rules require any nonconforming structure that is damaged more than 50% of its 
value to meet floodplain elevation/floodproofing standards if the structure will be reconstructed 
(substantial damage). FEMA includes a provision in its rules for “Repetitive Loss”: “If a structure is 
damaged by flooding on two separate occasions during a 10 year period equal to or exceeding 25% of 
its market value it shall be considered “substantially damaged”. Under the Repetitive Loss provision 
a structure may suffer flood losses over time and be considered “substantially damaged” which 
means the property owner may apply for funds under the NFIP to properly elevate or floodproof 
their structure. For property owners to apply for these funds, the County Zoning Ordinance must 
contain Repetitive Loss language.  
 
Additional minor changes have been proposed to Article 32 as recommended by the DNR’s 
Floodplain and Shoreland Planner. Adopting this language now means property owners may use 
2023 flood events and damages towards the “2 events in 10 years” provision.  

 
 

PAC Recommendation:  
The Planning Advisory Commission recommends the County Board  

• Adopt the staff report into the record; 
• Accept the testimony, exhibits, and other evidence presented into the record; and 

APPROVE the amendments to Article 32 (Floodplain District).  

https://www.co.goodhue.mn.us/DocumentCenter/View/2428/Zoning-Ordinances?bidId=
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4. All exterior signage located on the property must follow Goodhue County Zoning Ordinance 
Article 11 Section 17 (Sign Regulations). The applicant shall consult the appropriate road 
authority prior to placing signs within the road Right-of-Way; 

5. Applicant shall obtain Building Permit approvals for a change of use to the existing structure 
from the Goodhue County Building Permits Department prior to establishing the use; 

6. Applicant shall work with Goodhue County Environmental Health to obtain appropriate 
permits for future septic construction or capacity increases as needed; 

7. Compliance with all necessary State and Federal registrations, permits, licensing, and 
regulations; 

8. Compliance with Goodhue County Zoning Ordinance including, but not limited to, Article 11, 
Section 25 Retreat Centers, Article 11 Section 30 Rural Tourism, and Article 22 A2, General 
Agriculture District; 

9. The Interim Use Permit shall expire upon the sale of the property; and 

10. The Applicants shall provide contact information to abutting property owners including Steven 
Finstad so neighbors may contact them with concerns or issues.   

Motion carried 4:2 
Commissioners Greseth and Buck dissented 
PUBLIC HEARING: Consider Goodhue County Zoning Ordinance Updates - Solid Waste 
Transfer Facilities and Floodplain Repetitive Loss Ordinance 
Proposed amendments to Article 10 (Definitions), Article 11 (Performance Standards), and Article 20 (Table 
of Uses) to allow Solid Waste Transfer Facilities. Proposed amendments to Article 32 (Floodplain District) 
to add Repetitive Loss language.  
Pierret presented the staff report and attachments. She noted they should have separate hearings 
for the two amendments.   

Chair Buck Opened the Public Hearing for the Floodplain Repetitive Loss Ordinance 
No one spoke for or against the request.  
5After Chair Buck called three times for comments it was moved by Commissioner 
Miller and seconded by Commissioner Nystuen to close the Public Hearing. 

Motion carried 6:0 
6It was moved by Commissioner Miller and seconded by Commissioner Greseth for the 
Planning Advisory Commission to: 

• adopt the staff report into the record; 
• adopt the finding of fact; 
• accept the application, testimony, exhibits, and other evidence presented into the record; 
 and Recommend the County Board of Commissioners APPROVE the Proposed amendments 
to Article 32 (Floodplain District) to add Repetitive Loss language. 

Motion carried 6:0 
 






































