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Building – Environmental Health – Zoning 
509 West 5th Street, Red Wing, MN  55066 

651-385-3104 

 
To:    Board of Adjustment 
From:   William Lenzen, Zoning Assistant, Land Use Management Department 
Meeting Date: October 26th, 2026 
Report Date: October 16th, 2026 
Agenda Item:  
Request for Variance, submitted by Brent and Wendy Lexvold (Applicant/Owner) to allow the construction of 
an Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) to be 564 feet from the primary dwelling when ADU’s are required to be 
within 100 feet from the principle dwelling. 
Application Information: 
Applicant Brent and Wendy Lexvold 
Address of zoning request 34645 190th Street, Goodhue, MN 55026 
Parcel 33.006.1100 

Abbreviated Legal Description The SE1/4 of the SE1/4 of Section 6, Township 111, Range 
15 

Township Information Goodhue Township signed the township zoning application 
with no additional comments 

Zoning District A-2 (Agricultural District) 

Attachments and Links: 
• Application materials  
• County Staff prepared maps  
• Site plan 

Summary: 
The applicant has stated that there is no room within 100 feet of the primary dwelling to build an ADU and have 
decided on the next closest location, that will be approximately 564 feet from the primary dwelling. They have 
mentioned that there are no alternative suitable locations for an ADU.  
Variance Standards: 
Variances shall only be permitted when they are in harmony with the general purposes and intent of the 
Goodhue County Zoning Ordinance and when consistent with the adopted comprehensive plan. Variances may 
be granted when the applicant establishes that “practical difficulties” exist in complying with the existing 
official controls. Practical difficulties mean the applicant proposes to use the property in a reasonable manner 
not permitted by an official control, the plight of the landowner is due to circumstances unique to the property 
not created by the landowner, and the variance, if granted, will not alter the essential character of the locality. 
Economic considerations alone do not constitute practical difficulties.  
Draft Findings of Fact: 
1) Harmony with the general purposes and intent of the official control: 

• The purpose and intent of the maximum distance an Accessory Dwelling Unit can be from the primary 
dwelling (not more than 100 feet) as cited in Article 11 Section 31 is to prevent the splitting of tax 
parcels, thus increasing the dwelling density of the section.  

• The property consists of one parcel containing approximately 160 acres and is zoned A2  
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• The ADU, being 564 feet from the primary dwelling, will not have a negative effect on the parcel or to 
neighboring parcels.   

• The Applicant’s proposal is harmonious with the purpose and intent of the official control. 
2) The variance request is consistent with the adopted Comprehensive Plan: 

The Goodhue County Comprehensive Plan supports the individual use of rural property in the 
unincorporated areas of Goodhue County. The Applicant’s ADU request appears consistent with the 
Goodhue County Comprehensive Plan. 

3) There are “practical difficulties” in complying with the official control (the applicant proposes to use 
the property in a reasonable manner not permitted by an official control; the plight of the landowner 
is due to circumstances unique to the property not created by the landowner, and the variance, if 
granted, will not alter the essential character of the locality):  

• They have shown that there are sufficient practical difficulties in complying with the official control that 
were not created by the landowner. Existing structures on the property prevent the ADU from being 
closer to the primary dwelling.  

• A review of the existing development pattern in the section reveals low-density residential development 
among predominantly agricultural uses.  

4) No variance may be granted that would allow any use that is not allowed in the zoning district in 
which the subject property is located.  
• Accessory Dwelling Units are permissible in the A-2 district. This does not constitute a use variance.  

The draft Findings of Fact shall be amended to reflect concerns conveyed at the Board of Adjustment meeting 
and public hearing. The Board should specify the facts and reasons that are the basis of the Board’s 
determination. In granting a variance, the Board of Adjustment may impose conditions directly related to and 
bearing a rough proportionality with the impact(s) created by the variance. 
Staff Recommendation: 

• adopt the staff report into the record;  
• adopt the findings of fact;  
• accept the application, testimony, exhibits, and other evidence presented into the record; and 

Approve the request submitted by Brent and Wendy Lexvold (Applicant/Owner) to allow the construction of an 
Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) to be 564 feet from the primary dwelling with the following condition.  

1. The ADU can’t be split from the primary dwelling and must remain on the same tax parcel as the 
primary dwelling.   
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