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Building – Environmental Health – Zoning Departments 
509 West 5th Street, Red Wing, MN  55066 

651-385-3104

To:  Planning Advisory Commission 
From:  Megan Smith, Land Use Management Director 
Mtg. Date: September 15, 2025 
Report Date:   September 5, 2025 

PUBLIC HEARING: Request for Conditional Use Permit for Manure Storage  
Request submitted by Eric Ryan (Owner) to allow construction of a new manure storage that is 
proposed to store up to 3.1 million gallons of manure.  

ATTACHMENTS AND LINKS: 

• Application and submitted project summary

• Site maps prepared by staff

APPLICATION INFORMATION: 
Applicant: Eric Ryan (Owner) 
Address of Request: 23933 County 9 Blvd, Goodhue, MN 55027 
Parcel: 33.024.0401 
Zoning: A1- Agricultural Protection  
Abbreviated Legal: Part of the SE1/4 of Sec 24 Twp 111 Range 15.  

Township Information: Goodhue Township acknowledged the application with a signature 

OVERVIEW: 
The Planning Advisory Commission will hold a public hearing and consider a request submitted by Eric 

Ryan, for property located at 23933 County 9 Blvd, Goodhue, MN 55027. Mr. Ryan is requesting a 

conditional use permit to allow construction of a new manure storage that is 415 feet in length x 218 

feet wide x 10 feet deep.  The total volume exceeds 500,000 gallons and therefore can only be 

permitted through a conditional use permit.   The proposed capacity is 3,100,000 gallons. 

The benefit of larger manure storage is that they allow the farm operator to reduce manure hauling 

trips, which reduces manure application from daily and weekly, or monthly, or bi-annually, which 

results in less opportunities of unintentional nutrient runoff, and less odor.  It also allows for 

increased efficiency in the farming operation.  The manure will be injected into the ground in the fall 

and spring during normal conditions. 

The farm is permitted for up to 460 animal units. 

A variance was granted by the Goodhue County Board of Adjustment on August 25, 2025, to place the 

manure pit 70 feet from the side yard property line when 100 feet is required, as shown on the site 

plan. 



 

 
To Effectively Promote the Safety, Health, and Well-Being of our Residents 

 Page 2 of 3 

PROJECT SUMMARY: 
Property Information 

▪ The site is currently zoned agricultural use, and is a county registered feedlot.   

▪ The property owner has a home within the project area, and there are 8 additional 
homes within 1 mile of the site.   

▪ The site is located 3.5 miles east of the city of Goodhue, along Co. Rd. 9  

▪ No wetlands, floodplain, shoreland, or bluff areas exist within the site boundaries.   

Proposed Use: 
▪ If approval of the conditional use permit is granted, the use of the property will not 

change and will remain agricultural.   

Accessibility: 

▪ The Right-of-Way authority for County Road 9 is Goodhue County.  The site has 3 
driveways off of #9, which is atypical. 

▪ The site is located on the corner of Co. #9 and 240th Ave, which is a township road.  One 
driveway exists off of 240th Ave.   

Proposed Findings of Fact: 
 

1. The conversion of an earthen lagoon with a concrete one does not appear to impede 
the normal and orderly development and improvement of surrounding vacant property 
for uses predominant to the area.  
 

2. The proposed use will comply with Goodhue Co Zoning Ordinance, Article 4, 
requirements to obtain a conditional use permit.  

 
3. The proposed use will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property in 

the immediate vicinity for the purposes already permitted, nor substantially diminish 
and impair property values within the immediate vicinity. 

 
4. That the establishment of the use will not impede the normal and orderly development 

and improvement of surrounding vacant property for uses predominant to the area. 
 

5. That adequate utilities, access roads, drainage and other necessary facilities have been 
or are being provided. 
 

6. That adequate measures have been or will be taken to provide sufficient off-street 
parking and loading space to serve the proposed use. 

 
7. The use will not be injurious to the use and enjoyment of other property in the 

immediate vicinity for the purposes already permitted, not substantially diminish and 
impair property values within the immediate vicinity. (Article 4, Sec. 5, Subd. 1).  
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8. That adequate measures have been or will be taken to prevent or control offensive 
odor, fumes, dust, noise, vibration, so that none of these will constitute a nuisance, and 
to control lighted signs and other lights in such a manner that no disturbance to 
neighboring properties will result. (Article 4, Sec. 5, Subd. 1). 

 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: 
LUM Staff recommends the Planning Advisory Commission  

• adopt the staff report into the record;  

• accept the application, testimony, exhibits, and other evidence presented into the 
record; and 

 

Recommend the County Board of Commissioners APPROVE the map amendment request from Mr. 

Ryan to allow construction of a new manure storage, with the following conditions: 

1. The property owner must be in good standing with the County’s feedlot regulations, and 

maintain an active feedlot registration in accordance with Goodhue Co Zoning Ordinance, 

Article 13.   

2. A building permit mut be approved for the new lagoon  

3. The feedlot must comply with all necessary state and federal permits and licensing, including 

Compliance with Goodhue County Zoning Ordinance: Article 13 confined feedlot regulations, 

and Article 21, agricultural protection district. 

4. The owners will cooperate with inspections of the facility in coordination with Land Use 

staff, and the Goodhue Co Soil and Water Conservation District.   

5. Animal manure, when utilized as domestic fertilizer, shall not be stored for longer than 

one year and shall be applied at rates not exceeding local agricultural crop nutrient 

requirements except where allowed by permit.  

6. Any animal manure not utilized as domestic fertilizer shall be treated or disposed of in 

accordance with applicable state rules (MPCA 7020).  

7. Owner's duties. The owner of any animal feedlot shall be responsible for the storage, 

transportation, and disposal of all animal manure generated in a manner consistent with 

the provisions herein (MPCA 7020). 

8. The proposed feedlot use complies with the County’s Comprehensive Plan.   
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DATA DISCLAIMER: Goodhue County assumes
NO liability for the accuracy or completeness of this map
OR responsibility  for any associated direct, indirect,
or consequential damages that may result from its use
or misuse.  Goodhue County Copyright  2025.
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MAP 02: VICINITY MAP
PLANNING COMMISSION

Public Hearing
September 15, 2025

Eric Ryan (Owner)
A-1 Zoned District.

The SE1/4 of Sec 24 Twp 111 Range 15
 in Goodhue Township.

Request for CUP to build a manure
 storage that

is proposed to be 3.1 million gallons.
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