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RED WING, MN

MAY 4, 2021
8:30 A.M.

Virtual Meeting Notice

Due to concerns surrounding the spread of COVID-19, it has been determined that in-person 
meetings or meetings conducted under Minn. Stat. 13D.02 a are not practical or prudent.   
Therefore, meetings that are governed by the Open Meeting Law will temporarily be conducted 
by telephone or other electronic means pursuant to Minn. Stat. 13D.021.

The Goodhue County Board of Commissioners will be conducting a Committee of the Whole 
meeting pursuant to this section on May 4, 2021 at 8:30 a.m. in the County Board Room. The 
County Administrator and/or County Attorney will be present at the meeting location.  All County 
Commissioners attending will appear by telephone or other electronic means.  The public may 
monitor the meeting from a remote site by logging into 
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/905395213 or calling 1 877 309 2073 OR 1 646 749 3129 
any time during the meeting. Access Code: 905-395-213

Court Services Case Load Presentation

GM Correspondence.pdf
Court Services 2021 Presentantion.pdf
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Documents:

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/905395213
https://www.co.goodhue.mn.us/9c4fa276-8958-4cca-b4c9-68c684bbcece
















GOODHUE COUNTY 
COURT SERVICES
PROBATION SUPERVISION OF GROSS MISDEMEANOR CASES



GROSS MISDEMEANOR BACKGROUND

There are three probation delivery systems in Minnesota: 

• Community Corrections Act

• Department of Corrections contract

• County Probation Offices

Goodhue County Court Services is a County Probation Office



GOODHUE COUNTY COURT AND DISTRICT COURT UNIFIED IN THE MID 1990’S.

More gross misdemeanor level offenses began to be put into law.  

Minnesota Statute 244.20 states  “the Department of Corrections shall have exclusive responsibility for 
providing probation services for adult felons in counties that do not take part in the Community 
Corrections Act.  In counties that do not take part in the Community Corrections Act, the responsibility 
for providing probation services for individuals convicted of gross misdemeanor offenses shall be 
discharged according to local judicial policy.”  First Judicial District Chief Judge Hoey at that time decided 
that Court Services would supervise all cases charged as gross misdemeanor and the Department of 
Corrections probation office would supervise all cases charged as felony whether or not amended to a 
lesser misdemeanor or gross misdemeanor.  This has been the agreement and practice in Goodhue County 
since the mid 1990’s.  



CORRESPONDENCE

February 2020 - The local Department of Corrections Supervisor contacted the Court 
Services Director requesting a meeting to discuss taking on DOC cases charged as felonies, but 
reduced to gross misdemeanors.

March 26, 2020 - Telephone conference with Department of Corrections (DOC) Field Services 
Director Allen Godfrey, County Administrator Scott Arneson, County Attorney Stephen 
O’Keefe and Court Services Director Mark Jaeger.  Goodhue County was informed the 
Department of Corrections would begin invoicing the county effective July 1, 2021 for 
supervising those misdemeanor and gross misdemeanor cases reduced from felony charges 
stating it was not a new interpretation of statute, but rather an oversight by the DOC these 
many years. 



CORRESPONDENCE

• August 4, 2020 - Letter from DOC Field Services Director restating the DOC intention 
to initiate invoicing July 1, 2021.

• December 29, 2020 - Reply letter sent to DOC Field Services Director questioning the 
DOC’s authority to initiate invoicing for these cases.  Cost estimate to Goodhue County 
for current number of cases being supervised by DOC is approximately $50,000, this is a 
recurring yearly cost.

• February 23, 2021  - Letter from DOC Field Services Director again reiterating the DOC 
intention to begin invoicing July 1, 2021.



SALARY REIMBURSEMENT BACKGROUND

MN Statute 244.19 further states “the Commissioner of Corrections shall annually, from 
funds appropriated for that purpose, pay 50 percent of the costs of probation officers’ 
salaries to all counties of not more than 200,000 population”.

The last year of 50% full funding for county probation offices was 1996.  The 2019 
reimbursement rate of 29% translated to Goodhue County receiving $157,000 less than 
the full 50% would have provided.  The 2020 reimbursement rate was 28%. 



OPTIONS MOVING FORWARD

• Goodhue County reimburses the Department of Corrections for continuing to supervise 
the misdemeanor and gross misdemeanor cases reduced from felony charges.

• Goodhue County reimburses the Department of Corrections at 28%, or the current rate 
counties are reimbursed for probation officer salaries. 

• Goodhue County Court Services assumes supervision of all misdemeanor and gross 
misdemeanor cases even if reduced from a felony charge effective July 1, 2021.




