
 

Mission Statement 
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Goodhue County Parks, Trails and Recreation Advisory Board 

Meeting Date: April 16, 2019 
Meeting Location: Goodhue County Public Works – Red Wing, MN 

Meeting Time: 1:30 PM 

Members 

Brad Anderson Commissioner 

Barney Nesseth Commissioner 

Mike Melstad 1st District Rep 

Mairi Doerr 2nd District Rep 

Bernie Overby 3rd District Rep 

Barbara Pratt 4th District Rep 

Janie Farrar 5th District Rep 

Scott Roepke Cannon Valley Trail Rep 

Roxanne Bartsh Goodhue Pioneer Trail Rep 

Greg Isakson Staff: Director of Public Works 

Jennifer Ziemer Staff: Admin Assistant- PW 

Jess Greenwood Staff: Deputy Director/Assist Eng 
 

Absent:  Mike Melstad, Scott Roepke, Barbara Pratt. 
 
Marie Doerr called the meeting to order at 1:33 PM.  It was moved by Commissioner Anderson, seconded by Bernie 
Overby, and carried to approve the January 31, 2019, Park Board Minutes.  
 
Greg Isakson requested to add the proposed County Zoning Ordinance for a Parks & Trails District to the agenda.  Lisa 
Hanni presented the ordinance and discussion regarding the ordinance from the April 15th Goodhue County Planning 
Commission meeting.  The proposed ordinance would include the Cannon Valley Trail, Byllesby Park, the upper boat 
launch, most of Nielsen Memorial Preserve, and a Florence Township Park.  The Cascades property, recently acquired 
Story property, and any other trail property would need to be designated as Park Land and go through a zoning process 
before this new zoning would encompass those properties. It was noted that the wording of the zoning ordinance is very 
broad in order to encompass many different uses for the park and trail property, as identified in the park and trail 
master plans.  Some conditional uses are identified under the zoning ordinance, and a conditional use permit and public 
hearing would be required to implement any of the conditional uses at a park or trail property.  No setbacks are included 
in the ordinance due to the narrow parcels of land that are required for trail property.  It was suggested that Section 2 
be revised to read “All amenities and incidental Accessory Uses …”  The revised draft ordinance will go back to the 
Planning Commission in May, and then to the County Board for approval. 
 
Greg Isakson discussed a tax forfeiture parcel adjacent to other County owned parcels in the Cascades area along the 
Cannon River.  Back in 2012, a process was begun to add this previously omitted property to the tax rolls, knowing the 
property may forfeit down the road.  The intent was to combine all three parcels for public use.  The intended use at the 
time was a canoe and kayak boat launch.  The property sits along a Wild & Scenic Area of the Cannon River, is located in 
the floodplain, and is not a suitable building site.  On March 13th, the County Board authorized acquisition of this 
property from the State.  The Finance and Taxpayer Services office will be submitting a State Deed Application, a 
Conditional Use Deed Application, and a County Board resolution approving the public use to the Department of 
Revenue.  If approved, the Department of Revenue will send the County a deed to be recorded.  There is a rule of 
reversion, that if the public use is not implemented within three years, or the use is implemented and then abandoned 
within three years, the rule of reversion applies to the parcel.  A steep grade, floodplain, and Wild & Scenic zoning are all 
factors to consider in researching options and designing a river access.  The Park Board was in support of inviting local 
residents to a future Park Board meeting to discuss ideas, questions, and concerns regarding this site. 
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Wynne Yelland, an Architect with Locus Architecture, discussed pavilion design at Byllesby Park.  The Park Board 
discussed design potentials of an open-air pavilion that could accommodate up to 150 people, possibly be rented out in 
sections to different parties, could be constructed in phases, would include three-season restrooms with flush toilets 
and sinks, changing areas, an outdoor shower area, accommodating traffic patterns to restrooms that would not 
interfere with pavilion events, a kitchen and outdoor grilling area, and capitalizing on views of the lake.  Locus 
Architecture will return on April 30th to provide two concept alternatives to the Park Board.  The concept alternatives 
will be presented to the Goodhue County Committee of the Whole on May 7th, and Locus Architecture will then proceed 
with developing the preferred concept for the pavilion.  Once the preferred concept is developed, Goodhue County will 
engage local residents via social media and email for those that participated in the master planning process.  The final 
concept will be presented to the Goodhue County Board of Commissioners for approval before a grant application is 
submitted at the end of July. 
 
A brief Cannon Valley Trail update was provided by Commissioner Anderson.  Bids for their bridge project will be opened 
on April 30th at Public Works.  The CVT also had two bonding requests being advocated by Barb Haley and Mike Goggin.   
 
No other trail updates were given. 
 
The next Park Board meeting will be April 30th at 9:00 AM. 
 
It was moved by Bernie Overby, seconded by Commissioner Anderson, and carried to adjourn the meeting at 4:05 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Jennifer Ziemer 
Goodhue County Administrative Assistant 


